Roots of Youth Violence Review

Key Messages

Overview:

The complexity of the issues identified in the Report is our biggest challenge. The more controversial issues identified as root causes will draw the most attention.

The following key messages acknowledge the controversial aspects of the report, but frame them in the context of a lack of coordination. Lack of coordination is an underlying theme of the Report, and dealing with it forms one of the major recommendations.

The strategy is to attempt to make an explicit connection between lack of coordination and the issues of racism, poverty and gender, with the goal of having coordination become a part of the conversation regarding the Report.

Key Messages:

· The Report is a defining moment in the province’s history to address and begin to solve (in a systemic way) the issue of youth violence. 

· It identifies a number of root causes behind youth violence in our communities, including poverty, gender and racism.

· Throughout the Report a serious lack of coordination in response to these issues underpins the problem of youth violence.

· This Report shows that the very youth most affected by issues like poverty, racism, gender discrimination, and social exclusion, are the ones most likely to fall through the cracks left by a lack of coordination when it comes to youth outcomes.

· The Report proves that the most practical, common sense starting place is for the Province to take the lead in developing a coordinated framework for youth.

· Although there are no quick fixes, and given the current fiscal climate, focussing on better coordination and efficiency is a strategy that won’t cost the Province a lot of money.

· Many other jurisdictions have already come to the conclusion that it makes sense to coordinate strategies aimed at improving the lives of young people.

· When trying to improve conditions for youth, it only makes sense to identify common goals and outcomes, and agree on how to measure progress.

· YPAC has come together because we believe creating a coordinated framework is a critical way for the government to effectively address the issue of youth violence and look forward to working with them in creating it. 

· This is something the Province can get started right away. And I know there is wide support in our sector for getting to work now.

Supporting Messages:

Each spokesperson should draw upon their own knowledge and experience in the youth-service sector to highlight messages supporting our call for a coordinated framework.

Examples of supporting messages:

On what the Report is telling us:

· It is very clearly telling us we need coordinated, comprehensive, and collaborative strategies for youth.

· To grow into successful adults, young people need to be part of a healthy and supportive community (Why we need to focus on building community, family, and individual assets).

· Young people need significant adults in their lives who will be unconditionally supportive, to help foster a sense of belonging and demonstrate the importance of relationships.

· All young people need opportunities — chances to develop their personal talents and build their own confidence and resilience through the choices they make while growing up. 
· There are often different approaches and programs needed for male and female youth as a reponse to issues of violence in our community
On Coordination

· Better coordination among various systems (justice, education, mental health, e.g.) would allow efforts to be aligned across sectors and reinforce and build consistent approaches to programs, services, and even underlying philosophies applied to different systems dealing with youth.
· E.g., in mental health there are currently examples where a lack of coordination leads to inconsistency and gaps when serving the needs of youth. Young people are assessed and dealt with differently for the same conditions. What is assessed as “anti-social behaviour” in the justice sector is identified as “exceptionalities” in the education system and “disorders” in community health. Similar conditions, different assessments and different underlying assumptions regarding how to approach the issues.
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