FRAMEWORK FOR PROMOTING HEALTHY CHILD & YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

1. Meeting Fundamental Needs -  (basic necessities) – nutritional food, shelter, clothing, safety, stability, and health, including mental healthcare, freedom from harm or neglect.

2. Safe & Caring Environments – home, school, neighbourhoods and communities that are safe and engaging, clean, provide a positive work environment, family-friendly workplaces, shared community/civic responsibility for children and youth

3. Opportunities to Develop Competencies – positive learning environments, access to recreation, leisure, arts and culture, social skills, positive peer relationships, self esteem

4. Stable and Nurturing Relationships – connections, interactions and settings that instill a sense of belonging, at least one caring adult, positive parenting, participation un neighbourhood, school and community

Too many young people are falling through the cracks of a system that lacks coordination. Similar conditions, different assessments and different underlying assumptions exist on how to approach the issues.

The lack of integration among youth services has led to an uncoordinated patchwork of programs and services, each funded by different sources, responding to various needs without reference to better results or long-term goals.

The best ways to improve the lives of youth is to have them identify common goals and outcomes and agree on how to measure progress. The most effective way for the Province to achieve better social, education, justice and health, including mental health outcomes for youth, is to develop a consistent, coordinated and comprehensive set of policies, programs and services that address the root causes. 

Other jurisdictions have concluded that coordination improves the lives of young people.

All Ontario youth need to be ready for school, ready for work and be ready for life.

� One example is the City of Ottawa & the United Way of Ottawa have adopted a joint Framework for Promoting Healthy Child & Youth Development, February 2008.
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